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BACKGROUND

For several decades, the United States and México have worked together to address natural resource issues of common concern.  Many of the activities of the Natural Resources Working Group are focused on the U.S.-México border, where rapid industrialization and population growth have exacerbated pressures on natural resources.  The Working Group includes México’s Secretariat of Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT), the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI), the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service (USDA/FS), and the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).

2003 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

SEMARNAT, DOI, USDA and USAID have strengthened their cooperation in 2003 through the following activities:

Fire Management and Forest Fire Protection Training—With USAID sponsorship, the USDA/FS and the National Forest Commission (CONAFOR) held meetings throughout 2003 to prepare a variety of cooperative activities, including training on: helicopter rappelling techniques; operation and maintenance of fire engines; national/international fire management and protection; the Incident Command System (ICS) for coordinated inter-institutional emergency response; and fire behavior.  Discussions are ongoing regarding enhancement of cooperation on wildfire protection in México, with support from USAID. 

Binational Species Conservation Continues— Since 1994, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and SEMARNAT have co-managed a successful training and small grants program called  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Wildlife Without Borders-México.  The program has benefited over 60 species of international concern, 30 Mexican reserves, and provided training for over 6,000 people. This year, through short courses offered in México, over 150 people were trained in conservation management practices.  In addition, through partnerships with nongovernmental organizations, the program supported management and education activities to protect endangered migratory bats, and  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1conservation activities for three endangered species of cats inhabiting the border region: jaguars, jaguarundi, and ocelots.  

New Sister Area Relationships—In March 2003, park superintendents from the National Park Service (NPS) and natural protected area directors from the National Commission on Natural Protected Areas (CONANP) met in Tucson, Arizona to discuss potential areas for cooperation, and the possibility of developing new sister park/protected area relationships.  As part of this process, parks and protected areas in the two countries have hosted staff exchange visits and have been in regular communication to plan cooperative activities.  In addition, NPS and CONANP held senior bilateral meetings in April and September 2003.  At both meetings, the agencies discussed opportunities for collaboration under the NPS-CONANP Action Plan signed in November 2002.

New Agreement Between USDA and SEMARNAT— In July 2003, SEMARNAT and USDA signed a memorandum of understanding which focuses on greater cooperation between the U.S. and México in the areas of sustainable rural development, forestry resources, water resources, biotechnology and environmental services.

Inventory, Monitoring and Evaluation of Forest Resources and Natural Services—Through the Forest Inventory, Monitoring and Assessment Working Group of the North American Forest Commission (NAFC), the U.S., México, and Canada are reporting on the status of the major forest ecosystems of North America.  USDA/FS has assisted CONAFOR with national forest inventory expert consultations, and is providing assistance to Mexican agencies in preparing designs, budgeting guidelines, and organizational support for forest inventories in México.  USDA/FS has also been working with SEMARNAT, CONAFOR and other Mexican institutions to expand the implementation of criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management at the local level.  A pilot project in Chihuahua, México, sponsored by USAID and USDA/FS, will be completed this year.  The same type of project is planned for Quintana Roo, México, in 2004.
2003 Deliverable

· Extended Agreement on U.S.-México Wildfire Protection—The U.S. and México are extending an agreement to cooperate on wildfire protection on both sides of the border for the next ten years.  This agreement has enabled fire fighters and their equipment to cross the border and help one another fight wildfires that threaten both countries.  
PLAN OF ACTION FOR BNC 2004

The United States and México will continue to work closely on shared natural resource management concerns through existing partnerships, including the NPS and CONANP biannual Action Plan for sister park/natural protected areas, the Wildlife Without Borders-México Program, endangered species reintroduction projects, and the USDA-SEMARNAT memorandum of understanding on forest resources, water resources, rural development and biotechnology.  With the ten year extension of the 1999 agreement for wildfire protection along the common border, both countries will continue to prepare operating plans to implement wildfire protection and management along the border.  Both countries will begin exploring joint measures to eradicate invasive species. Finally, both sides will foster discussions within the Canada/México/U.S. Trilateral Committee for wildlife and ecosystems preservation and management, and seek areas of cooperation within North America to prevent illegal trafficking in wildlife.

FUTURE PLAN OF ACTION PROJECTION

Each agency involved in this working group is committed to strengthening and expanding existing cooperative programs and to building long-term relations with key stakeholders to assure the future enhancement of natural resources in the U.S. and México.

